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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Pub No. US20020052855 to Landesmann. 

Referring to claim 1 : 

A method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
comprising the steps of: 

Providing an e-mail service system for receiving and routing e-mails to the at 
least one e-mail account; [Abstract] 

Maintaining for each e-mail account an exception list of authorized addressers 
identified by at least their e-mail addresses; [0047] 

Providing a payment service system in cooperative operation with the said e-mail 
service system for executing a required payment from a unauthorized e-mail sender to 
assure delivery of e-mail to an intended recipient; [0041] 
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Receiving e-mail at the e-mail service system from an addresser and comparing 
the address of the addresser of the e-mail to the maintained exception list of the 
intended recipient's account; [0063] 

Upon finding the address of the addresser of the e-mail on the exception list. 
foHA/arding the e-mail to the intended recipient; [0047], [0063] 

Upon not finding the address of the addresser of the e-mail on the exception list, 
checking with the payment service system to see if the addresser has made at least the 
required payment for forwarding an e-mail to the intended recipient; [0062] 

Upon finding that the addresser has made at least the required payment for 
forwarding an e-mail to the intended recipient, fonA/arding the e-mail to the intended 
recipient; and, [0067] 

Upon not finding that the addresser has made at least the required payment for 
forwarding an e-mail to the addressee, informing the addresser by e-mail that, without 
the required payment, forwarding an e-mail message from an addresser who is not on 
the addressee's exception list will not occur. [0059], [0066] 

Referring to claim 2: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and wherein the step of providing a payment service system in 
cooperative operation with the said e-mail service system for executing a required 
payment from an unauthorized e-mail sender to assure delivery of his e-mail to an 
intended recipient includes: 
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Requiring both the unauthorized addresser and the addressee to have set up an 
account with the payment service system to complete a required payment from an 
unauthorized addresser to the addressee.[00741. [0075], [0080] 

Referring to claim 3: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and including an additional step of: 

Upon receiving and fonA/arding a reply e-mail from the addressee of a previous e- 
mail to the addresser of the previous e-mail, reversing the payment made by the sender 
of the previous e-mail if the sender of the previous e-mail made the required payment to 
assure the delivery of the previous e-mail to its addressee and the said reply e-mail is 
sent within a predetermined period of time. [0071] 

Referring to claim 4: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least on e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and including an additional step of: 

Upon receiving and executing a request from the addressee of an e-mail to add 
to his exception list the address of the addresser who made at least the required 
payment to assure the delivery of the said e-mail to its address, reversing the payment 
made by the addresser if the said request from the addressee is made within a 
predetermined period of time. [0063], [0071] 

Referring to claim 5: 
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The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and wherein the step of maintaining an exception list for each e- 
mail account includes: 

Providing the capability to add all or some of the addresses in the account 
holder's address book to the exception list. [0063] 

Referring to claim 6: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and wherein the step of maintaining an exception list for each e- 
mail account includes: 

Providing the capability to manually add addresses to or delete addresses from 
the exception list, [0063],[0078] 

Referring to claim 8: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and wherein the step of providing a payment service system in 
cooperative operation with the said e-mail service system for executing a required 
payment from a unauthorized e-mail sender to assure delivery of his e-mail to an 
intended recipient includes: 

Providing at least one electronic form with at least one field of entry for the 
account holder to set the amount of the required payment for delivery of an e-mail from 
an unauthorized addresser to the said account holder's e-mail account. [0061] 

Referring to claim 9: 
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The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and wherein the step of providing a payment service system in 
cooperative operation with the said e-mail service system for executing a required 
payment from a unauthorized e-mail sender to assure delivery of his e-mail to an 
intended recipient includes: 

Providing at least one electronic form with at least one field of entry for the 
account holder's system administrator to set the amount of the required payment for 
delivery of an e-mail from an unauthorized addresser to the said account holder's e-mail 
account. [0061] 

Referring to claim 10: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and wherein the step of providing a payment service system in 
cooperative operation with the said e-mail service system for executing a required 
payment from a unauthorized e-mail sender to assure delivery of his e-mail to an 
intended recipient includes: 

Providing at least one electronic form with at least one field of entry for the 
account holder's e-mail service provider to set the amount of the required payment for 
delivery of an e-mail from an unauthorized addresser to the said account holder's e-mail 
account. [0076] 

Referring to claim 11: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and wherein the step of providing a payment service system in 
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cooperative operation witfi the said e-mail service system for executing a required 
payment from a unauthorized e-mail sender to assure delivery of his e-mail to an 
intended recipient includes: 

Providing at least one electronic form with at least one field of entry for the 
account holder's payment service provider to set the amount of the required payment 
for delivery of an e-mail from an unauthorized addresser to the said account holder's e- 
mail account. [0061] 

Referring to claim 12: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 1 and wherein the payment service system is designed for postage 
payment only rather than for general purpose. [0041] 

Referring to claim 13: 

The method for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 12 and wherein the payment service system is embedded in the e- 
mail service system. [0044] 

Referring to claim 14: 

The method for blocing unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail account 
according to claim 2 and wherein setting up an account with the payment service 
system also automatically sets up an account with the e-mail service system or vice 
versus. [0078] 

Referring to claim IS: 
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Apparatus for blocking unauthorized e-mail to at least one e-mail recipient 
comprising: 

An e-mail service system for receiving and routing e-mails to the at least one e- 
mail recipient; [Abstract] 

An exception list of authorized addresses for e-mail recipients maintained at the 
e-mail service system; [0047] 

A payment service system for executing a required payment from a unauthorized 
e-mail sender to assure delivery of e-mail to an intended recipient; [0041] 

The e-mail service system including means for receiving e-mail from an 
addresser and comparing the address of the addresser of the e-mail to the maintained 
excepting list including means upon finding the address of the addresser of the e-mail 
on the exception list, fonA/arding the e-mail to the recipient, [0047], [0063] 

An interactive connection between the e-mail service system and the payment 
service system to enable the e-mail service system upon not finding the address of the 
addresser of the e-mail on the exception list to interact with the payment service system 
to see if the addresser has made at least a payment required for forwarding an e-mail to 
the addressee from an addresser who is not on the exception list of the addressee.; 
[0062] 

Means at the e-mail service system upon finding that the addresser has made at 
least the required payment for forwarding an e-mail to the addressee; and, [0067] 

Means at the e-mail service system upon not finding that the addresser has 
made at least the required payment for forwarding an e-mail to the addressee from an 
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addresser who is not on the exception list of the addressee to informing the addresser 
by e-mail of the required payment for fonA^arding an e-mail message to the addressee. 
[0059], [0066] 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Landesmann in view of 6,249,805 to Fleming III. 

As per claim 7: 

Landesmann does not explicitly disclose providing the capability to add 
automatically to the exception list those to whom the account holder has just sent an e- 
mail. 

Fleming discloses in his invention "the authorization component can also scan 
previously sent electronic mail messages and add the identifications of the recipients to 
the authorized sender list" (col 4: lines 50-523). When a person initiates an e-mail 
communication, the response to that email is not an unsolicited email and therefore the 
response email should be delivered to the recipient without being required to pay a fee. 
Landesmann would be motivated to perform such modification to make sure the 



Application/Control Number: 10/066.517 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3639 

invention does not use unnecessary resources to control e-mails that are not 
unsolicited. 



Conclusion 

5. Examiner's Note: Examiner lias cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Pub No. 20030105712 to Bodensohn. 
U.S. Pub No. 20030055724 to Battin et al. 
U.S. Pub No. 20020133469 to Patton. 
U.S. Pat No. 5,999,967 to Sundsted. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rutao Wu whose telephone number is (571)272-3136. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571)272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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